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Although St. Therese was well acquainted with these familiar quotations from the New
Testament because she meditated upon the Gospels frequently, it is interesting to note
that when she teaches her “little way” explicitly, she uses texts from the Old Testament.
There are three in particular which became the foundation of this teaching: “Whoever is a
little one, let him come to me” (Proverbs 9:4). “For to him that is little, mercy will be
shown” (Wisdom 6:7). “As one whom a mother caresses, so will I comfort you; you shall
be carried at the breasts, and upon the knees they shall fondle you” (Isaiah 66:22-13).

These texts do not exhaust the Old Testament teaching on this matter. We have such
texts as the following: “The declaration of your word gives light and understanding to
little ones” (Psalm 118:130). “The testimony of the Lord is faithful, giving wisdom to
little ones” (Psalm 118:8). “The Lord is the keeper of little ones” (Psalm 114:6)
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